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and it was easy to disprove any kind of intimacy; indeed,
Krishnavarma himself denied it publicly. Arobindo Ghose
was a brilliant man. He was at the time using his talents in
the service of Baroda College, and it was not for many
years, and long after he had left Baroda, that he developed
the tendencies which brought him before the public and
drove him from British India. At the time of the Kashmir
visit he was a harmless secretary, and probably a very
efficient one.

The year 1904 saw a distinct advance in self-govern-
ment. For a long time past the Maharaja had considered
the introduction of the elective principle, and as we have
already seen, he had insisted upon it for the village
Councils. He has always identified himself with his
people; he has always looked upon society as a whole as
the human body is a whole; if the Raja is unquestionably
the head, others represent the limbs, and the organs with-
out which the body cannot function. As early as 1892 he
had said:

elt is the co-operation of my people which I require to gain
for them the advantages of physical health. Some simple book
learning, therefore, I wish the masses to acquire that I may take
them into my confidence and partnership.51

And many years afterwards, in a speech which expressed
a life-long conviction, he said:

cThe British Government in India requires the help and co-
operation of the most talented sons of the country in the task of
administration and legislation, and it is to-day welcoming to
a larger extent such help and co-operation. This is a wise
policy fraught with great results in the future. I believe the
best form of Government is Government through the people
themselves.... The people should be trained to look after their
own concerns to a greater extent.... A sense of responsibility
must be ingrained within the people: they have to be taught to
1 Speeches and Addresses, vol. i, p. 31.
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